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SOUTHWARD INVASION THREAT CALLED 'SMOKESCREEN' 


SK310712 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 2147 GMT 30 Aug 86 
[NODUNG SINMIUN 31 August commentary: ''The Threat of Southward Invasion Is False''] 


[Text] While babbling about the nonexistent threat of southward invasion, the U.S. 
imperialists and the puppet South Korean clique are now engaged in more vicious, 
slanderous, anticommunist propaganda than at any previous time. 


The Chon Tu-hwan ring, which has noisily called for a strengthened all-out security 
posture in preparation for the North's infiltration into or a surprise attack against 
the South since the beginning of this year, is now kicking up the frenzied cause to 
turning society into one governed by anticommunist fascism and war rackets, while 
urging the perfection of combat readiness in preparation for the North's armed 
infiltration or provocations, which the ring says are expected with the Asian Games 
approaching. 


From the beginning, the so-called threat of an invasion from the North has been a 
smokescreen laid by the U.S. imperialists to cover up their wicked goal to continue 
their occupation of South Korea, invade the northern half of the Republic by the use of 
military forces, and, going one step further, to invade Asia. 


It is out of a desire to offer their U.S. masters an excuse for their military 
occupation and to justify their fascist and splittist maneuvers and confrontational war 
maneuvers being committed in cahoots with the U.S. masters that the South Korean 
puppets are parroting the threat of southward invasion. 


The chorus of the threat of southward invasion played by the twin bugles of the master 
and the running dogs is being sung from various scenarios, ranging from the so-called 
theory of revolution carried out by violence to the theory of an armed southward 
invasion. All this, however, is indescribably false, as they are characterized by 
stubbornness and ignominy. Not once has there been a threat of southward invasion, nor 
does one exist even now. Proceeding from the nature inherent in its state and social 
system the DPRK Government poses no threat to anyone, nor does it try to invade 
anyone. No matter how pressing and important the paramount issue of the country's 
reunification may be, it is our invariable and consistent stand that under no 
circumstances should it be realized by the use of military force, but that it should be 
achieved by peaceful means. 


Proceeding from such a stand, on more than one occasion in the past we have made it 
clear that we have no intention of invading the South or forcing our system on South 
Korea. That we have put forward a reasonable proposal for reunification to put a 
confederal system into practise on the basis of national unity, with the ideologies and 
systems in the North and South left intact, in fact amounts to a declaration that we 
will not invade the South. 


Also, on many occasions we have proposed realizing a dialogue between Korea ([Choson] 
and the United States and of replacing the Armistice Agreement with a peace agreement 
to preserve and consolidate peace in Korea. 


Following our initiative proposal for halting military exercises, put forward at the 
first of the year with a view to easing tension and creating an environment favorable 
to dialogue, last June we advanced an epochal proposal for talks between military 
authorities and again a new peace proposal for creating a nuclear-free peace zone on 


the Korean peninsula. 
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To whom do such efforts on our part pose a threat? 


By flatly refusing our proposal for talks between military authorities aimed at detente 
[wanhwa] in the military field, the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets have 
themselves admitted that they do not feel threatened by us at all. The treat of 
invasion on the Korean peninsula comes not from the North, but from the South; it is we 
who are faced with the threat of an invasion, not the United States of South Korea. 


South Korea now has an over l-million-strong puppet army, along with U.S. troops with a 
regular army alone of more than 40,000. In addition, it has paramilitary forces 
{chungunsa muryok] of more than 10 million, including the 3.7-million-strong reserve 
forces and 5-million-strong defense corps. The military threat to us is also increased 
by all the U.S. military bases in South Korea as well as those in neighboring areas. 
U.S. military forces stationed not only in the Asian and Pacific region, ranging from 
the Japanese mainland to Okinawa, Guam and Hawaii, but also in the continental United 
States are constantly on mobiliztion readiness to be introduced into the Korean front 
at any given moment. 


It is a secret known to the public that the U.S. imperialists have already completed 
plans for joint operations between the United States, Japan, South Korea and even a 
Joint military command system to drag the Japanese Self-Defense Forces to the Korean 
front in an emergency. The "Team Spirit" joint military exercises, which have been 
held annually in South Korea, are a preliminary war and nuclear test war for the 
purpose of completing cooperative operations among these vast aggressive military 
forces targeted on none other than the northern half of the Republic, and for putting 
these operations into practice. If military specialists are to assess such a reality 
in a clear-headed way, they will recognize that a northward invasion, not a southward 
invasion, is the real threat in our country. The ominous military movements developing 
in South Korea are testimony to this. 


It is no longer a secret that the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets have 
not only reorganized the U.S. troops and puppet armed forces as a whole into an 
offensive force, but they have also deployed 80 to 90 percent of their forces in 
forward areas close to the Military Demarcation Line according to so-called plans for a 
decisive blitzkrieg war, while strengthening their mobility and nuclear combat 
capabilities. And it is now no secret that they have organized commando units 
consisting of 180,000 troops, and have now engaged them in a fierce exercise resembling 
a real war. This indication that the U.S. imperialists and the puppets are capable of 
a full-scale attack against us even at this moment, without changing their deployment, 
is a dangerous development. 


Weapons of mass destruction, including approximately 1,000 nuclear weapons and chemical 
weapons, have now been more densely deployed in South Korea, than anywhere else in the 
world. This notwithstanding, the U.S. imperialists are now building a satellite 
tracing station in Taegu as part of the Star Wars plan, as well as a new nuclear armory 
on Mt Kyeroyong, while pressing forward with a plan to build 36 special nuclear 
armories in Kunsan. There is no need to further explain what all these are for. 


Can any reasonable person believe those who have not only armed their occupation 
troops with nuclear weapons of various kinds, but who also threaten to use nuclear 
weapons without hesitation if necessary and who have numerous nuclear weapons deployed 
in the neighboring areas of the Korean peninsula targeted on the northern half of the 
Republic, when they babble about a threat of invasion from somewhere else? 
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While the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets were running amok in war 
preparations arguing that we have deployed armed forces in forward areas and are 
waiting for an opportunity to invade the South, our men and the officers of the 
People's Army were performing brilliant labor feats in the work of remolding nature on 
a great scale and at the sites of great socialist construction to erecting such 
mouumental creations as the Nampo lockgate and the Taechon power plant. All these 
stark facts eloquently show what proposterous rubbish and futile imaginings the slogans 
shouted by the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets about the threat of 
southward invasion are. 


Why do the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets noisily babble about the 
threat of southward invasion in a manner of a thief calling others thieves, knowing 
undoubtedly that we would not invade the South? As stated in the Japanese magazine, 
(?KUNJI MINRON), in its 45th edition this year, what threatens South Korea is not a 
military threat from the North, but a threat from within South Korea -- political 
instability. 


The political situation in South Korea at present, in which the mass advance of the 
South Korean youths, students, and people of all walks of life has continued and 
political chaos has become more profound, is not only rocking to the very foundation 
the U.S. imperialists’ colonial ruling system, which has continued for 40 years, but 
has created a serious crisis for the Asian Games and the Olympics scheduled to be 
forcibly held in Seoul. 


Dogged by this, the U.S. imperialists and the Chon Tu-hwan ring are now trying to bring 
the crisis under control by threatening the people under the pretext of a threat of 
southward invasion and by successfully holding international sports events in Seoul at 
all costs, keeping the people's mass advance subdued, while at the same time trying to 
produce a breakthrough in lighting the torch of war against us if they find the 
situation moving in a direction that they had not expected. 


Their babbling about all-out security while aguing that the next 2 to 3 years before 
the 24th Olympiad are a crucially important period, can only be viewed as an attempt to 
provoke a war during this period and then lay a smoke screen in a bid to shift 
responsibility on to us. 


It is a hackeneyed trick of the U.S. imperialists and their running dogs to set 
themselves on fire and then blame others for it. 


Not only do we not want war, but we are making efforts to avoid getting embroiled in 
the enemy's war provocations. The threat of southward invasion has never existed, does 
not now exist, and never will exist. 


The South Korean people who have understood the commotion surrounding the threat of 
southward invasion through their life and experience will never allow themselves to be 
toyed with by the slanderous anticommunist machinations of the aggressors and traitors 
and will stage a more tenacious struggle for independence, democracy, and reuni‘ ication 
instead. 


The U.S. imperialists and the Chon Tu-hwan ring should abandon their maneuvers to 
provoke a new war under the pretext of the threat of southward invasion, accept our 
proposal for talks between military authorities to take measures for the relaxation of 
tension, and guarantee the conversion of South Korean society into a society governed 
by independence and democracy after abandoning their fascist suppressive policy against 
the people. 
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DAILY CASTIGATES U.S. EXERCISE IN EAST SEA 


SK291323 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 2152 GMT 28 Aug 86 
[NODONG SINMUN 29 August commentary: ‘An Ominous Movement"] 


[Text] The U.S. imperialists are about to mount a war exercise, the largest ever 
conducted, in the East Sea of our country from 2 September by mobilizing a large number 
of ships. According to news reports, some 30 ships -- such as the battleship "New 
Jersey" equipped with Tomahawk cruise missiles, the nuclear-powered aircraft carrier 
“Carl Vinson," the aircraft carrier "Ranger," and the nuclear-powered cruiser "Long 
Beach" -- are expected to participate in this war exercise. 


The fact that the U.S. imperialists are about to bring a large number of 
nuclear-powered ships, including aircraft carriers, to the East Sea of our country, a 
place far away from the United States, to frenziedly conduct a large-scale war exercise 
in itself demonstrates that the planned exercise has an unprecedentedly provocative 
tone against our country and other socialist countries and that it pursues a wicked 
goal of nuclear war. This is clearly evidenced in particular by the choice of timing 
for the planned exercise. 


To turn the Korean peninsula into a nuclear-free zone of peace is one of the key 
problems involved in preventing thermonuclear war in Northeast Asia and in defending 
peace in the world. We have recently put forward a series of initiative proposals 
designed to ease tension on the Korean peninsula. And an international meeting will be 
held in Pyongyang from 6 September for the creation of a nuclear-free zone of peace on 
the Korean peninsula. 


The U.S. imperialists’ attempt to conduct a war exercise in the East Sea of our country 
with the mobilization of dozens of ships precisely at such a time is a vicious 
challenge to our peace-loving efforts and the world's peace-loving forces. From start 
to finish, this exercise is a nuclear war exercise aimed at threatening us with 
strength and invading the northern half of the republic. 


Even though the U.S. imperialists are babbling about the threat of southward invasion 
from someone or someone else's military buildup, it is nothing but an excuse to cloak 
their own aggressive maneuvers, and is a stark lie. It is none other than the U.S. 
imperialists, who have not only occupied South Korea, but who also are accelerating 
preparations for a war of northward invasion, who are in reality beefing up their 
military forces and thereby threatening peace and security on the Korean peninsula. 


Nothing can cover up the true color of the U.S. imperialists, who are nuclear war 
maniacs. The U.S. imperialists are going haywire in an effort to firmly hold South 
Korea in their hands as a colony and military base, while building up military forces 
in South Korea and its neighboring areas and strengthening military provocations to 
provoke a new war of aggression -- a nuclear war -- on the Korean peninsula. 


The racket of North-South confrontation, fascist suppressive maneuvers, and the racket 
of war preparations being conducted by the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean 
puppets under the billboard of anticommunism with the Asian Games and the Olympic Games 
in 1988 approaching are all subjugated to this end. The U.S. ruling clique has 
repeatedly prattled about backing up international sports events scheduled to be held 
in South Korea by military forces, and the South Korean puppets are also babbling that 
a very alert posture should be maintained. 
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By conducting a war exercise on a large scale precisely at such a moment, the U.S. 
imperialists are about to practically bolster the South Korean puppets' anticommunist 
confrontation and fascist suppression maneuvers, to breathe into those, who are 
rejected and isolated at home and abroad, new life, and to threaten and blackmail the 
South Korean youth, students, and patriotic people who have risen up in the anti-U.S. 
struggle for independence and the antifascist struggle for democratization. 


It is no accident that the nuclear-powered aircraft carrier "Carl Vinson" will 
participate in the exercise after a port call at the port of Inchon. 


The U.S. imperialists' frenzied military exercise could translate itself into a real 
war. We are heightening our vigilance against this and are keenly watching the 
movement of the U.S. imperialists, who are upsetting peace and security on the Korean 
peninsula and in Northeast Asia, exacerbating tension there, and increasing the danger 
of war. 


KIM IL-SONG RECEIVES ROMANIAN ASSEMBLY GROUP 


SKO11038 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1029 GMT 1 Sep 86 


[Text] Pyongyang September 1 (KCNA) -- The great leader President Kim Il-song received 
today the visiting delegation of the Grand National Assembly of Romania headed by 
Nicolae Giosan, alternate member of the Executive Political Committee of the Central 
Committee of the Romanian Communist Party and chairman of the Grand National Assembly. 
Present on the occasion were Yang Hyong-sop, chairman of the Standing Committee of the 
Supreme People's Assembly, Kim Chae-suk, vice-minister of foreign affairs, and 
Constantin Iftodi, Romanian ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to Korea. 
President Kim Il-song conversed with the guests in a cordial and friendly atmosphere. 
The guests presented a gift to him. 


KIM IL-SONG RECEIVES VISITING GHANAIAN OFFICIALS 


SKO21125 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1054 GMT 2 Sep 86 


[Text] Pyongyang September 2 (KCNA) -- The great leader President Kim Il-song received 
today Winston Martin Mensawood, member of the Provisional National Defence Council of 
the Republic of Ghana, and William Henry Yeboah, secretary for labour and social 
welfare of Ohana, on a visit to Korea. Present there were comrade Yi Kun-mo, General 
of the Korean People's Army Kim Kwang-chin, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs Kim 
Yong-sop and Ghanaian Ambassador to Korea Osei Bonsu Amankwa. On the occasion 
President Kim [l-song received a personal letter and gift of Chairman Jerry John 
Rawlings of the Provisional National Defence Council of Ghana from the member of the 
council. President Kim Il-song expressed thanks and had a talk with the guests in a 
cordial and friendly atmosphere. 


PAK SONG-CHOL MEETS WITH SFRY'S HASANI IN HARARE 


SKO21029 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1009 GMT 2 Sep 86 


[Text] Pyongyang September 2 (KCNA) -- Pak Song-chol, vice-president of the DPRK, now 
in Harare met Sinan Hasani, president of the Presidency of the Socialist Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia, on August 31, according to a report. 
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He conveyed cordial regards of President Kim Il-song to President Sinan Hasani. 


The president expressed deep thanks for this and asked Pak Song-chol to forward warin 
greetings of himself and the members of the presidency to President Kim Il-song. He 
said the relations between Yugoslavia and Korea are friendly and comradely relations 
and they have been constantly developing on a very high stage as a result of meetings 
between respected Comrade Kim Il-song and Comrade Tito. Yugoslavia fully supports the 
reunification policy advanced by the DPRK and always expresses firm solidarity with the 
Korean people in their struggle for the reunification of the country, he added. 


The talk proceeded in a friendly atmosphere. 


MILITARY DELEGATION VISITING SOCIALIST NATIONS 


SKO21111 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1050 GMT 2 Sep 86 


[Text] Pyongyang September 2 (KCNA) -- A military delegation of the Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea headed by O Kuk-yol, member of the Political Bureau of the 
Central Committee of the Workers' Party of Korea and chief of the General Staff of the 
Korean People's Army, left Pyongyang today by plane to visit Romania, Hungary and the 
GDR. It was seen off at the airport by Kim Hwan, member of the Political Bureau, and 
secretary of the WPK Central Committee, colonel general of the KPA Pak Chung-kuk, 
Romanian Ambassador Constantin Iftodi, Hungarian Ambassador Janos Taraba, Charge 
D'affaires Ad Interim of the GDR Embassy Joachim Elsner and Charge D'affaires Ad 
Interim of the Soviet Embassy Boris Morozov in Pyongyang. 


POLITBURO'S HO TAM MEETS LDP DiETMAN TANI 


SKO020457 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0444 GMT 2 Sep 86 


[Text] Pyongyang September 2 (KCNA) -- Ho Tam, member of the Political Bureau, and 
secretary of the Central Committee of the Worker's Party of Korea, on September 1 met 
and had a talk in a friendly atmosphere with Yoichi Tani, Liberal Democrat member of 
the House of Representatives and acting chairman of the dietmen's league for promotion 
of Japan-Korea Friendship, and his party. On hand was Kim U-chong, chairman of the 
association for promotion of Korea-Japan friendship. 


ECONOMIC PROTOCOL WITH HUNGARY SIGNED 


SK020521 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0434 GMT 2 Sep 86 


[Text] Pyongyang September 2 (KCNA) -- A protocol of the llth meeting of the 
Scientific-Technological Cooperation Sub-committee of the Inter-Governmental Economic 
and Scientific-Technological Consultative Committee of the Democratic People's Republic 
of Korea and the Hungarian People's Republic was signed in Pyongyang Monday. It was 
signed by Kim Ung-ho, vice-chairman of the State Commission of Science and Technology, 
and Imre Szekacs, general director of the Bureau of International 
Scientific-Technological Cooperation of Hungary. 


IV. 3 Sep 86 SOUTH KOREA El 


CHON, JAPANESE BUSINESSMEN VIEW TRADE IMBALANCE 


0WO21237 Tokyo KYODO in English 1202 GMT 2 Sep 86 


[Text] Seoul, Sept. 2 KYODO -- South Korean President Chon Tu-hwan told a Japanese 
business mission Tuesday he hopes for an agreeable solution to the bilateral trade 
imbalance, currently in Japan's favor. Chon, in an hour-long meeting with an 18-member 
mission led by business leader Eishiro Saito, called for Japanese efforts to redress 
its trade surpluses for a healthy development of the bilateral relationship, delegation 
officials said. The president told the Japanese a large trade imbalance might disturb 
the sentiments of the Korean people. 


Japan posted a surplus of 2.6 billion dollars in the first half of 1986, compared with 
3 billion in the whole 12 months of 1985, according to Japanese statistics. Saito, 
chairman of the powerful Federation of Economic Organizations (Keidanren), promised 
efforts to meet Chon's request. The mission has been here since Monday. Sounding a 
warning against rising international trade protectionism, Chon asked Japan to play a 
leading role in stemming it, the mission officials said. 


Chon was quoted as saying that South Korea earnestly welcomes Prime Minister Yasuhiro 
Nakasone's visit to Seoul September 20-21 to attend the opening ceremony of the Asian 
Games. 


PLAN TO CURB JAPANESE, INCREASE U.S. IMPORTS 


0W030333 Tokyo KYODO in English 0257 GMT 3 Sep 86 
[By Yong Kim] 


[Text] Seoul, Sept. 3 KYODO -- A dark cloud is looming over South Korea-Japan trade as 
the Seoul government has recently taken a far-reaching measure to curb Japan's exports 
to this country while boosting imports from the United States. The government has 
decided to instruct 100 of South Korea's largest companies to refrain from importing 
goods from Japan in what is seen as a desperate bid to decrease snowballing trade 
deficits with Japan. 


Vice Economic Planning Minister Mun Hui-kap said in a report to President Chon Tu-hwan 
that his ministry would also make it mandatory for Korea's 100 largest export traders 
to export "certain" amounts of commodities to Japan commensurate with their exports to 
the United States. "We will exert all-out efforts to increase exports to Japan and 
also diversify our import markets worldwide,” he said, pointing to an ever-growing 
trade imbalance in favor of Tokyo. Mun disclosed that Seoul, in a stepped-up “trade 
diplomacy" offensive would call on Tokyo to open its market or decrease tariffs for 
such items of keen concern as footwear, petrochemicals and agricultural and marine 
products in a series of meetings including the annual Korea-Japanes: cabinet ministers’ 
conference. 


It will also urge Japan to give opportunities to Korean construction companies to 
participate in Japan's new Kansai airport project, he added. Under the measure, the 
large traders would be faced with a sharp reduction in their lower-rate trade-promotion 
loans should they "significantly" increase imports from Japan. 
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Helping large companies establish sales subsidiaries and small firms set up joint 
branch offices in Japan, the government will offer intensive consultations and advice 
to traders to aid in their diversification of import markets, the vice minister, former 
lawmaker of President Chon's Democratic Justice Party, said. Additional costs, 
including higher freight rates and insurance fees that will accrue from imports from 
other countries more distant than Japan, are to be paid from the government's oil 
stabilization fund, originally created to foster stable local petroleum prices, in what 
analysts see as an effective move to spur imports from the United States and European 
Community member states, among others. 


The measure follows a guideline, a "last-ditch" attempt to pull down trade deficits 
with Japan under which imports from Japan will be frozen at a 10 billion-dollar level 
on a yearly basis. Imports from Japan will be set at 4.9 billion U.S. dollars or so at 
most during the latter half of this year under the guideline, for the first half's 
imports amounted to 5,024 million dollars, say officials at the trade-industry ministry. 


The steps come as "desperate" prescriptions to correct worsening trade deficits with 
Japan and increasing surplus with the United States, Korea's two largest trading 
partners, say analysts. Since the normalization of diplomatic ties between the two 
neighboring countries, Korea's trade deficits have accumulated to 32.9 billion dollars, 
an amount close to the country's aggregate exports for this year. The huge deficits 
with a single trade partner, a government economist notes, account for over 70 percent 
of Korea's total foreign debt. "One noteworthy problem is that the trade deficits have 
grown much more drastically in recent years," went on the economist, who askei not to 
be named. 


A government talley shows that Korea's trade deficits with Japan totalled about 6.6 
billion dollars in the decade from 1965. The red ink then almost doubled to ‘2.6 
billion dollars in the ensuing five years and had reached 13.7 billion dollars by 
1985. Latest statistics, compiled by the state-financed Korea Trade Promotion 
Corporation, say the deficits ran at 2,631 million dollars during the first six months 
of this year, a whopping jump of 79.8 percent over a year earlier despite the 
appreciation of the Japanese currency. A month later, the red ink topped 3.3 billion 
dollars, in sharp contrast to Korea's trade surplus with the United States, recorded at 
3.8 billion dollars during the January-July period. "These statistics well explain why 
we have no choice but to take decisive steps against Japan with which we have pursued a 
better relationship," a senior official at the Foreign Ministry said in a telephone 
interview. 


Amid mounting pressure from Washington, Korea plans to send a high-powered mission, to 
be composed of leading businessmen and ranking government officials, to the United 
States soon to soothe persisting trade frictions, according to a spokesman at the 
trade-industry ministry. 


ROK-JAPAN FOREIGN MiNISTERS' MEETING POSTPONED 


SK300209 Seoul YONHAP in English 0154 GMT 30 Aug 86 


[Text] Seoul, Aug 30 (YONHAP) -- The Korean-Japanese Foreign Minister's meeting, 
originally scheduled for Sept. 2 in Tokyo, has been postponed indefinitely, a Korean 
Foreign Ministry official said Friday. 
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The two governments have agreed to reschedule their first regular foreign ministers' 
meeting, due to the recent replacement of the Korean foreign minister, and the Japanese 
foreign minister's plan to attend the United Nations General Assembly session next 
month, according to the officia.. 


In a sweeping Cabinet reshuffle on Tuesday, Choe Kwang-su, Korean ambassador to the 
United Nations, was named foreign minister, replacing Yi Won-kyong. Japanese Foreign 
Minister Tadashi Kuranari is scheduled to leave for the United States around the middle 
of September to attend the U.N. session. A new date for the annual foreign ministers’ 
meeting will be set through diplomatic channels, the official added. 


NEW FOREIGN MINISTER HOLDS NEWS CONFERENCE 2 SEP 


SK021133 Seoul YONHAP in English 1128 GMT 2 Sep 8 


[Text] Seoul, September 2 (YONHAP) -- South Korea's new Foreign Minister Choe Kwang-su 
said Tuesday that he would make great diplomatic efforts to strengthen cooperation with 
the Third World nations and improve relationship with the communist bloc. At the first 
news conference as foreign minister, he emphasized that those efforts were ultimately 
for the realization of the cross recognition of South and North Korea by the four 
powers, which are the United States, Soviet Union, Japan and China, and for the two 
Koreas' simultaneous entry into the United Nations. 


He also said that the government would strive for the successful holding of the 1988 
Seoul summer Olympics, inducing the participation of the East European communist 
nations. For that purpose, he added, the South Korean Government would try to increase 
exchanges with the communist countries in the field of sports, culture and education. 


On the trade friction between Korea and the United States, he asserted that the problem 
would be solved if the two nations continued close cooperation and consultation on the 
principle of reciprocity. Choe said that he would let the American side understand 
many of Korea's difficulties such as the heavy burden of foreign debt and the massive 
defense expenditures. 


On korea's trade deficit with Japan, Choe said he would continuously hold trade 
negotiations to correct the lopsided trade imbalance, saying that the size of the 
deficit is "excessive." 


Choe, who had been a representative of Korea to the United Nations, was appointed 
foreign minister in a sweeping Cabinet reshuffle on Aug. 26. 


NKDP SHUNS ROK-JAPAN LAWMAKERS TALKS 


SK020152 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 2 Sep 86 p 1 


[Text] The main opposition New Korea Democratic Party yesterday affirmed that it would 
not take part in the Korea-Japan Parliamentary League as long as it “serves as a 
channel for the behind-the-scenes contacts" between the ruling parties of the two 
countries. 


"The conferences of the league should be a channel for diplomacy between the people's 
representatives of the two nations," party spokesman Hong Sa-tok said after a meeting 
of the party's key post-holders. 
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The 14th general meeting of the league opens today in Tokyo. NKDP members are not 
included in the 45-man delegation from Seoul. 


The party reiterated its strong opposition to the scheduled visit to Seoul by Japanese 
Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone to attend the opening ot the Asian Ganes. Pointing 
out Nakasone's recent remarks which seemed to support the distorted history portrayed 
in Japanese textbooks, Hong said, "Our party leaders agreed that his visit to Seoul is 
not desirable." 


The meeting of the key officers was presided over by party president Yi Min-u. 
Discussing domestic politics, Yi expressed a "“wait-and-see" attitude towards the 
suggestion by some vice presidents to hold a Jarge scale outdoor rally in Seoul to 
“publicize” the party's amendment formula of direct election of the President. 


Vice president Yang Sun-chik, who takes a hawkish line, proposed a big rally in 
capital city of Seoul to counter ruling party chairman No Tae-u's 1l6-city tour 
publicize its draft for constitutional revision. Yang said, "Now that they give up 


oe 


parliamentary politics, we should counter their maneuvers by gathering all whole- 


strength." However, party president Yi said "Such a rally is not timely in 
consideration of the coming Asian Games." The Seoul Asiad will be held between Sept. 
20 and Oct. 5. 


In the meeting, key NKDP officers "reaffirmed" the NKDP's earlier demand for the live 
TV relay of the projected public hearings. The NKDP president will soon hold a news 
conference to manifest the NKDP's position on constitutional amendment. It was 
revealed after a meeting of pariy's key officers by party spokesman Hong Sa-tok. 
"President Yi will have a press meeting in the near future on the overall political 
situation," Hong said. 


KIM IL-SONG, KIM CHONG-IL ‘FRICTION’ CITED 


SK300014 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 30 Aug 86 p 1 


[Text] Tokyo (YONHAP) -- North Korea is showing signs of disagreement. confrontation 
and friction between leader Kim Il-song and his son over policies toward China and the 
Soviet Union, the TONGIL ILBO said Friday. 


The Japanese-language newspaper for Korean residents quoted an unnamed source who it 
said is informed to North Korea's inside affairs. He said Kim Il-song calls for a 
fence-sitting diplomacy taking account of the improved, closer relations with China 
while his son Kim Chong-il and his followers advocate intensified relations, especially 
military ties with the Soviets. 


In reality, however, the younger Kim has the upper hand and Pyongyang is leaning closer 
toward Moscow, the source said. 


Meanwhile, the senior Kim is trying to check his son's attitude by pointing out that 
Soviet support and assistance for North Korea has always had strings attached. 
Anatgonism between father and son is still going on, he said. 


Complaining that China is straddling the fence between Seoul aid Pyongyang, he said, 
Kim Chong-il and his party demand that China consult with Pyongyang in advance before 
making decisions on its approach to Seoul. 
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DUGERSUREN LEAVES FOR NONALIGNED CONFERENCE 


OW291220 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in Russian 1417 GMT 27 Aug 86 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, 27 Aug (MONTSAME) -- M. Dugersuren, MPR minister of foreign 
affairs, left for Harare today to take part, as a guest, in the Eighth Conference of 
Heads of State and Government of Nonaligned Countries. After participating in the 
conference, the Mongolian minister will pay an official friendly visit to the People's 
Democratic Republic of Yemen. 


He was seen off at the capital's Bayant-Uhaa airport by M. Peljee, deputy chairman of 
the MPR Council of Ministers; L. Rinchin, chief of an MPRP Central Committee 
department; D. Yondon, MPR first deputy foreign minister; and other officials. 


COMMENTATOR VIEWS SITUATION IN AGRICULTURE 


OW291215 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in Russian 1345 GMT 27 Aug 86 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, 27 Aug (MONTSAME) -- A MONTSAME commentator writes: During the 
years of people's rule, the appearance of the Mongolian village has changed beyond 
recognition. If prior to the revolution there were only 9.6 million head of cattle in 
Mongolia, then during the period of people's rule this number rose by a factor of 2.4. 
Today, Mongolia occupies a leading place in the world in terms of livestock per capita, 
having 16 animals per person. 


In the beginning of the 1960's, as a result of massive virgin soil reclamation, a new 
branch of national economy came into being: modern agriculture. Today, the country 
provides for its own grain needs. Agriculture in the MPR accounts for one quarter of 
the national income, one third of its fixed capital, and nearly 60 percent of the 
country's exports. Mongolians proudly attribute the successes in this field to the 
international assistance of the Soviet Union and other socialist community countries. 


However, time brings new and complex tasks and problems of raising the effectiveness of 
agricultural productivity and improving product quality. Pastureland livestock raising 
prevails in the country, which, as has been known for a considerable time, is 
characterized by a number of positive aspects, such as wide open spaces, a large 
variety of juicy grasses, and the ability to produce valuable livestock products with a 
minimum of financial and labor investment. But this method has a negative side to it, 
the animals depend largely on natural climatic conditions, which is the reason for 
losses and low productivity. This obviously demands comprehensive development of 
technology for conducting pastureland livestock breeding. 


As far as farming in the country is concerned, grain, potato, and vegetable production 
has certain features. Rainfall in the main farming regions does not exceed the 
required level, which has a negative effect on agricultural productivity. Furthermore, 
the slowness in introducing methods of using progressive agricultural technology, of 
treating the soil, and of fighting wind-caused soil erosion, all this leads to an 
imbalance between the production of foodstuff and the demand for it. The highest forum 
of Mongolian Communists gave a detailed answer to the question of how to overcome this 
imbalance. The MPR believes that the way to overcome this gap is to realize the 
comprehensive program of agricultural development and the improvement of food -- 
supplies to the people of the MPR. The program envisages the further promotion of 
agricultural development and a significant increase of productivity of the main types 
of produce. 
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REPORTAGE ON CHEA SIM VISIT TO SOVIET UNION 


TASS Roundup Cited 


BK300516 Phnom Penh SPK in French 1152 GMT 26 Aug 86 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 26 Aug (SPK) -- "The USSR's experience in communist construction is 
of great interest and we can take advantage of that for the changes in the Cambodian 
society," affirmed Chea Sim, chairman of the PRK's National Assembly, currently on a 
visit to the Soviet Union at the head of high-ranking parliamentary delegation, TASS 
reports. 


During a meeting at the USSR Supreme Soviet on his return to Moscow following a trip 
across the country, Chea Sim, also a member of the KPRP Central Committee Political 
Bureau, stressed that meetings and talks he held in the USSR brought out a brilliant 
new manifestation of friendship and sincere sympathy between the peoples of the Soviet 
Union and Cambodia. During the meeting, the Cambodian and Soviet parliamentarians 
exchanged information on the activities of the two countries' supreme legislative 
bodies and discusssed questions concerning their cooperation. 


In the discussion of international issues, great attention was given to the 
strengthening of peace and stability in the Asian and Pacific region and to the Soviet 
initiatives aimed at involving this region in the process of creating a global system 
of international security, the implementation of which will contribute to improvement 
of the situation in Southeast Asia. The Soviet side expressed its support for the 
political activities of Cambodia, Vietnam, and Laos aimed at turning the region into a 
zone of peace, good-neighborliness, and cooperation. 


Avgust Voss, chairman of the Soviet of Nationalities of the USSR Supreme Soviet, the 
deputies of the Supreme Soviet, and other official personalities, as well as Uch Borit, 
acting charge d'affaires of the PRK to the USSR, attended the meeting. 


On the same day, a luncheon was hosted in honor of the delegation by the chairmen of 
the chambers of the USSR Supreme Soviet. 


Chea Sim Meets Demichev 


BK300306 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0503 GMT 27 Aug 86 


([Text] Phnom Penh, 27 Aug (SPK) -- The PRK National Assembly delegation led by Chea 
Sim, member of the KPRP Central Committee Political Bureau and chairman of the National 
Assembly, left the Soviet Union on Tuesday thus ending its week-long visit to the 
USSR. During its stay, the delegation was received by Pyotr Demichev, candidate member 
of the CPSU Central Committee Politburo and first deputy chairman of the Supreme Soviet 
Presidium of the USSR. Meetings and talks were held with Avgust Voss, chairman of the 
Nationalities Council of the USSR Supreme Soviet, and with chairmen and members of 
standing commissions of the chambers of the USSR Supreme Soviet. 


The Cambodian parliamentarians laid wreaths at the Lenin Mausoleum and at the Tomb of 
Unknown Soldier by the Kremlin Wall. The delegation also visited the Uzbek SSR. 
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The members of the Cambodian National Assembly delegation learned about implementation 
of the 27th CPSU Congress resolutions, acceleration of the Soviet society's 
socioeconomic development, and the activities of the USSR Supreme Soviet and of the 
local soviets of the people's representatives. They were informed of the USSR's 
efforts to prevent nuclear catastrophe, stop the arms race, and prevent its spread into 
outer space. Questions of the present state and further development of parliamentary 
contacts between the USSR and the PRK were discussed. 


The Cambodian parliamentarians spoke about progress in fulfilling the tasks of the 
country's socioeconomic building set by the Fifth KPRP Congress, about the PRK's 
constructive peace proposals advanced jointly with Vietnam and Laos and aimed at 
normalizing the situation around Cambodia and improving the situation in Southeast Asia 
and the Asian and Pacific region. 


The delegation members highly appreciated the role of the Soviet state in the struggle 
to reduce the threat of war and strengthen peace on earth. They declared their full 
support for the Soviet foreign policy initiatives set forth by the CPSU Central 
Committee general secretary's statements and in the 27th CPSU Congress documents. The 
Cambodian National Assembly deputies showed lively interest in Mikhail Gorbachev's 
proposal formulated in Vladivostok on the participation of Asia and the Pacific in 
creating a global system of international security and expressed the conviction that 
implementation of that proposal will help improve the situation in Southeast Asia. 


The Soviet side declared that the USSR full supports the initiatives of the PRK, SRV, 
and LPDR aimed at settling the problems in Southeast Asia and turning that part of the 
world into a zone of peace, good-neighborliness, and cooperation. It was pointed out 
that this activity by the fraternal states of Indochina is a part of the struggle to 
improve the international situation, for disarmament, and to prevent nuclear war. The 
Soviet Union hails the strengthening of the unity of the three fraternal Indochinese 
countries, regarding their cohesion as a decisive condition for defense of the 
revolutionary gains of the peoples of Cambodia, Vietnam, and Laos, and as their desire 
to make a constructive contribution to the cause of normalizing the situation in 
Southeast Asia. 


The representatives of the USSR and Cambodian parliaments voiced their conviction that 
this visit to the Soviet Union by a PRK National Assembly delegation will be an 
important new step in strengthening and promoting the ties of friendship and 
comprehensive cooperation between the Soviet and Cambodian people. The PRK National 
Assembly delegation invited a USSR Supreme Soviet delegation to pay a return visit to 
Cambodia. The invitation was gratefully accepted. 


CGDK ISSUES STATEMENT ON NONALIGNED SUMMIT 


BKO20216 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 
2315 GMT 1 Sep 86 


{("Text" of a "Statement" issued on 26 August by the CGDK Coordinating Committee for 
Information and Public Relations on the Eighth Summit of the Nonaligned Movement in 
Harare, Zimbabwe] 
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[Text] 1. The nonaligned summit in Harare will mark the 25th anniversary of the 
Nonaligned Movement. In this connection, it is noteworthy that Democratic Kampuchean 
President Samdech Norodom Sihanouk was one of the founders of the Nonaligned Movement 
and is a living head of state who attended the First Nonaligned Summit in Belgrade in 


1961. 


Z. The CGDK's stand concerning this problem is known to all. This is, first the 
Vietnamese military aggression and occupation of Cambodia constitute a flagrant 
violation of the fundamental principles of the Nonaligned Movement and the UN Charter; 
second, the decision to leave the Cambodian seat empty by the chairman of the Sixth 
Summit Conference in Havana in 1979 constituted a violation of the principle of 
consensus, thus this decision should be regarded as null and void and the Cambodian 
seat within the Nonaligned Movement must be returned to the CGDK -- the sole legitimate 
government in Cambodia. 


3. The majority of the members of the Nonaligned Movement have always opposed the 
Vietnamese aggression and occupation of Cambodia and supported the Cambodian people's 
just struggle under the CGDK leadership with Samdech Norodom Sihanouk as president of - 
Democratic Kampuchea. These states have shown their stand by voting in support of the 
resolution on the situation in Cambodia and by demanding total withdrawal of the 
Vietnamese forces from Cambodia and respect for the Cambodian people's right to 
self-determination. 


4. With the aim of achieving national reconciliation and reconciling the two 
neighboring nations, that is Vietnam and Cambodia, and in order to put a quick end to 
the Cambodian people's misery due to the Vietnamese war of aggression, Democratic 
Kampuchean President Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, on behalf of the CDDK, declared an 
8-point peace proposal for the political and peaceful settlement of the Cambodian 


problem. 


5. The members of the Nonaligned Movement unanimuously support a peaceful settlement 
of conflicts and implementation of the UN resolution. Therefore, Vietnam, a member of 
the Nonaligned Movement and the United Nations, must respect this appeal of the 
Nonaligned Movement by accepting the CGDK's 8-point peace propsal. 


6. The CGDK, on behalf of the Cambodian people and in its own name, would like to once 
again thank the majority of the Nonaligned Movement for their valuable support of the 
Cambodian people's struggle and for supporting the CGDK's 8-point peace proposal. 


Within the framework of the Nonaligned Movement's appeal for a peaceful settlement of 
conflicts in various regions in the world, the CGDK sincerely hopes that the Nonaligned 
Movement will continue to support the CGDK's 8-point peace proposal which, as they have 
noted themselves, is a reasonable and comprehensive proposal which may be used as a 
program for a negotiated settlement of the Cambodian problem. 
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INFORMATION DIRECTOR DISCUSSES ZAYTSEV VISIT 


BKO21049 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in Thai 1030 GMT 1 Sep 86 


[Text] Director general of the Information Department Sawanit Khongsiri reported to 
newsmen about the meetings between Anatoliy Zaytsev, head of the Soviet Foreign 
Ministry's Southeast Asian Affairs Department and Thai Foreign Ministry Permanent 
Secretary Asa Sarasin, and Director General of the International Organization 
Department Nit Phibunsongkhram at the Foreign Ministry on the morning of 1 September. 
The Soviet visitor arrived in Bangkok on 31 August for a 4-day visit to Thailand. 


According to Sawanit, the Soviet official met first with Thai Permanent Secretary of 
the Foreign Ministry Asa Sarasin. Zaytsev told Asa Sarasin that his current mission is 
that of a special envoy of the Soviet leader and that he was bringing a message from 
CPSU General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev to Thai leaders. The message gives details 
and an explanation of Mikhail Gorbachev's speech in Vladivostok on 28 July concerning 
Soviet foreign policy with regards to Asia and the Pacific and efforts for one 
normalization of relations with China. 


Asa told Zaytsev that Thailand sees some constructive points in Gorbachev's statement. 
The statement, however, does not pay much attention to Southeast Asia, especially 
regarding the Cambodian problem, which directly concerns Thailand's security. 
Following are details given by director general of the Information Department Sawanit 
Khonsiri at the press center of the Foreign Ministry on 1 September. 


(Begin Sawanit recording) The ministry's permanent secretary urged the Soviet Union to 
play a constructive role, that is, to accept that there is continuous fighting in 
Cambodia and that Vietnam will never win. If the situation continues to drag on, it 
will be impossible to achieve a political solution to the problem. With the fighting 
going on as it is, the parties which suffer the worst casualties are the Cambodian 
people and the Vietnamese soldiers in Cambodia. Our permanent secretary stressd to the 
Soviet official that actions are more important than words. We are aware of what is in 
the Soviet statement, but, more important, we are waiting to see Soviet actions and the 


consequences. 


The permanent secretary told the Soviet visitor that the problem in Cambodia is the 
problem between Vietnam, the aggressor, and the Democratic Kampuchean Government, or 
the one aggressed against. Talks must be held between the two parties. The 
normalization of relations between the Soviet Union and China will have no direct 
effect on the Cambodian problem. The same is true for talks between the Soviet Union 
or Vietnam and Thailand which will not solve the Cambodian problem. The problem of 
Cambodia must be solved by the Cambodian people. They must play the leading role in 
solving the problem. The permanent secretary expressed satisfaction over relations 
between Thailand and the Soviet Union. Yet, he pointed out that the Soviet support for 
Vietnamese occupation in Cambodia is a major obstacle to the development of political 
relations between the Soviet Union and Thailand. [end recording] 


Concerning the meeting between Anatoliy Zaytsev and the director general of the 
International Organization Department, Nit Phibunsongkhram, Sawanit Khongsiri said the 
two exchanged views on international issues which will be brough' for debate at the 
United Nations General Assembly in September. The director gen »f the Information 
Department reports as follows: 
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[Begin Sawanit recording] An hour after the meeting with Asa Sarasin, the Soviet 
director general of Southeast Asian affairs Anatoliy Zaytsev, met with director general 
of the International Organization Department Nit Phibunsongkhram. The Soviet official 
discussed mainly with us Soviet intiatives under the UN framework and the Soviet stand 
and attitude regarding major issues to be included on the UN agenda in September. The 
topics include problems in Asia and the Pacific, the Middle East, arms reduction, the 
militarization space, and many others. The director general of the International 
Organization Department told the Soviet official that Thailand agrees in principle with 
the Soviet Union concerning those problems because Thailand also wants to see stability 
and arms reduction. But some countries do not respect the internationally agreed upon 
rules and regulations. This is the main factor of all problems. The question is what 
should we do in order to have those countries comply with the set rules and 
principles. [end recording] 


MINISTRY SENDS PROTEST TO U.S. ON SUGAR SALES 


BK300205 Bangkok THE NATION in English 30 Aug 86 p 17 


[Text] The Industry Ministry has written a protest note to the United States via the 
Foreign Ministry about the alleged sugar export dumping practice which is damaging the 
local Thai sugar industry at an estimated cost of 1,000 million baht. 


Industry Minister Pramuan Saphawasu also disclosed that the would meet the U.S. 
Ambassador to Thailand, William Brown, on September 8 to discuss the issue. 


Representatives from the Thai Sugarcane Planters Federation yesterday morning called on 
the industry minister seeking assistance from the government to negotiate with the U.S. 
over the sale of 150,000 tons of sugar to China below market price. This has led to a 
slump in the world prices of sugar when there were signs of improvement in the market. 


NATION REPORTS PREM 29 AUG PRESS CONFERENCE 


BK300243 Bangkok THE NATION in English 30 Aug 86 pp 1, 2 


(Text) Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon, appearing for the first time to add to a 
“personal touch" to his leadership style, yesterday met the press for 90 minutes while 
affirming his determination to accomplish a 5 percent annual economic growth rate and 
create jobs for 3.9 million people during the Sixth Plan. 


In a wide-ranging press interview, the prime minister denied he was "fed up" with being 
prime minister. He clarified: "I realize that it is exhausting and unenviable to be 
prime minister but I am sincerely ready to cope with the burden and go with the job." 


Gen Prem also painted a more positive picture of the economic future of the country. 
Gone are the days, he said, that the government was on the defensive. 


"From now on, we will be on the offensive to revitalize the economy and to enhance our 
efforts to cooperate with the private sector," he declared. 


The press conference was also attended by the five deputy premiers to demonstrate "our 
coalition unity." 
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Gen Prem chose to respond to 13 of the 33 written questions submitted in advance by the 
press. 


Answering a written question on measures to bring down the rate of unemployment, Gen 
Prem said that the best means to go about it is to work towards economic growth to 
absorb more labor force. 


There are now about three million unemployed people and about six million 
under-employed workers. 


The premier also stressed the importance of the strategy to produce manpower and 
agricultural crop to meet market needs. 


Denying that the previous Prem governments had failed to improve the living standard of 
the rural people, the premier said during 1982-1985, about 700,000 rural villagers had 
more jobs to do in the dry seasons and their per capita income rose by about 380 baht 
per head annually. . 


He also cited statistics to back his arguments that the government's efforts to improve 
the quality of rural life had yielded concrete results. 


Referring to the question of oil prices, the premier said that the oil prices on the 
world market tended to increase but the extent of the anticipated rebound was still 
unclear. 


While some oil industrialists predicted that the price would rise to US $18-20 a barrel 
by the end of the next two years, other well-known petroleum experts believe that the 
price of the crude oil would not attain that level by the time. 


At present, he said, the government could still maintain the domestic oil prices with 
the Oil Fund. If the world oil prices are still below U.S. $15 per barrel, there will 
be no need for the government to raise the domestic oil prices, he said. 


The government, he said, will continue efforts to explore new emergy sources to lessen 
the country's dependence on oil imports now accounting for about 66 percent of the 
overall fuel consumption. At the same time, it will urge both entrepreneurs and 
consumers to conserve on the energy. 


Other points stressed by the prime minister included: 


-The government is seeking to solve a concession dispute with Triton Oil Co Ltd in the 
Thai-Malaysian Joint Development Area to start the exploitation of the oil and gas 
reserves there. 


He said that Thailand has no problems with Malaysia in this regard. 


-On the fishing problem with Malaysia, Gen Prem deplored the recent shooting of a Thai 
fisherman in Malaysian waters and urged that legal action taken against fishermen from 
either country should be "friendly." 


He warned against fishermen violating the territorial waters of the other country. The 
two countries are working out an agreement for joint fishing ventures, agreed upon in 
principle during his meeting with Malaysian counterpart Datuk Sri Mahathir in Phuket in 
May, 1984. 
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- He has assigned PM's Office Minister Michai Ruchuphan to draft a bill giving more 
powers to the Counter Corruption Commission. 


ARMY HEADQUARTERS MOVES; ATHIT BIDS FAREWELL 


BK300245 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 30 Aug 86 p 3 


[Text] Gen Athit Kamlang-ek yesterday presided over a ceremony to open new Army 
Headquarters and afterwards bid farewell to his military career with a speech. 


Army Headquarters has been moved into the compound of the former Chunlachomklao 
Military Academy. Gen Athit's term as Supreme Commander expires tomorrow after a 
one-year extension. 


Maj-Gen Wira Sweikun, Army Adjunt General, read a statement praising Gen Athit for his 
outstanding work for national security and for development of the Army and the armed 
forces. 


Gen Athit expressed gratitude to his fellow militarymen. He called upon them to 
maintain unity and to uphold the Nation, Religion and Monarchy. 


He said the military is democratic and he does not like to hear it criticised as being 
dictatorial. He asked those remaining in service to try to correct this image. 


Gen Athit said that Army Commander-in-Chief Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut would lead the 
Army efficiently on the basis of honest and sincerity. 


Attending the ceremony were Gen Chawalit and high-ranking military officers including 
First Army commander Lt-Gen Phichit Kunlawanit, Second Army commander Lt-Gen Phisit 
Hemabut, Third Army deputy commander Maj-Gen Chaichana Tharichat and Fourth Army deputy 
commander Maj-Gen Chap Iamsiri. 


REINSTATED OFFICERS SIGN UNDATED RESIGNATIONS 


BK310446 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 31 Aug 86 p 1 


[Text] All the 28 “Young Turk" army officers readmitted into active service have been 
asked to sign an open-dated letter of resignation as a condition for their 
reinstatement, Army sources said yesterday. 


The so-called "Young Turk" officers were Class Seven graduates of Chunlachomklao Royal 
Military Academy who were dismissed from the Army following the abortive coup attempt 
against the Prem I Government in April 1981. 


One of the reinstated officers admitted to the BANGKOK POST yesterday that he had 
signed the resignation letter, adding that if he “misbehaved: the date Would be filled 
in and his resignation would take effect immediately. 


But the officer said it was "no problem" as long as he and other reinstated Young Turks 
behaved themselves. 


The sources said the resignation letter was intended to keep the reinstated officers in 
line. , 
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Meanwhile, it was reported that other former Young Turks including Col Chanbun 
Phentrakun, Col Kampanat Ketwiriyakan and Col Winai Somphong, who have not yet been 
reinstatcd, would apply for readmission into active army service. 


Bangkok Governor Maj Gen Chamlong Simuang, former leader of th Class Seven officers, 
was also reported to have urged other young Turk officers who have not yet been 
admitted into active service, to apply for reinstatement. 


Col Kampanat, an adviser to Gov Chamlong, told the POST yesterday he would make his 
decision on the matter soon. | 


Col Chanbun said he would have to consult ais friends first. He said he did not apply 
for reinstatement in July because he was then busy with the election campaign. The 
colonel lost in Bangkok's Constituency One. 


All the 28 reinstated officers are expected to report to the Deferce Ministry tomorrow. 


Meanwhile, the leader of the April 1981 abortive coup, Gen San Chitpatima, said 
yesterday the Army "made the right move" by readmitting the Young Turks into active 
service. 


Gen San praised the Army for reinstating them. He told the BANGKOK POST that the 
officers were valuable human resources as they were capable and competent officers 
whose talent would benefit the Army now that they had the chance to return to service. 


Another former senior officer, Gen Sak Buntharakun, also, welcomed the Army 
announcement saying that during the past five years all these officers had suffered 
enough from the incident. 


Gen Sak, former deputy commander in chief, said that the officers had grown up and knew 
right from wrong and dare not do anything again to discredit themselves. 


He also believed that these officers would be able to catch up with their friends in 
the Army as they had been out of the service for five years since the incident. 


"These officers are keen and they would catch up soon should they prove themselves," 
Gen Sak said. 
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COUNCIL OF STATE COMMUNIQUE ON 28-29 AUG MEETING 


BK300230 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 29 Aug 86 
(Text) The Council of State has just issued a communique saying: 


On 28-29 August 1986, the Council of State held a regular session under the 
chairmanship of Chairman Truong Chinh. Attending the sessions was the chairman of the 
Nationalities Council, Hoang Truong Minh. 


1. The Council of State heard a report on the meeting between Comrade Truong Chinh, 
general secretary of the CPV Central Committee and chairman of the SRV Council of 
State, and Comrade Gorbachev, general secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, on 12 
August 1986 in Moscow. The Council of State warmly welcomed and highly valued the 
results of this important meeting which has greatly contributed to the constant 
consolidating and developing of the close fraternal friendship and all-round 
cooperation between Vietnam and the Soviet Union in the interests of peace, national 
independence, democracy, and socialism. 


2. After hearing reports of the Council of Ministers on the implementation of the 
state plan in the lst half of 1986 and suggestions made by the National Assembly's 
Economic, Planning, and Budget Committee, the Council of State held a debate and 
stressed the need for all sectors, echelons, and basic units to renovate economic 
thinking, resolutely oppose bureaucratism and dependence on state subsidies, vigorously 
shift to economic accounting and socialist business, positively guarantee the basic 
economic units' autonomy in production and business, improve guidance and management, 
and strive to fulfill successfully the 1986 state plan while making good preparations 
for the implementation of the 1986 state plan. 


3. Upon the request of the Council of Ministers, the Council of State decided on the 
tasks to be carried out between now and the end of the year in order to finish the 
legislation program for 1986. 


4. The Council of State decided to appoint our extraordinary and plenipotentiary 
ambassadors to a number of countries. 


5. The Council of State decided to nominate a number of Supreme People's Court 
justices and resolved some issues concerning the adjudicative work of the Supreme 
People's Court. 


6. On the occasion of the 4lst National Day of 2 September, the Council of State 
decided to release or reduce prison terms for convicts who had undergone reform 
satisfactorily. 


Council of State Amnesty 


0W291636 Hanoi VNA in English 1547 GMT 29 Aug 86 


[Text] Hanoi VNA August 29 -- On the occasion of the 4lst National Day and at the 
proposal of the Council of Ministers, the Council of State of the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam has decided to release or reduce the prison terms of those prisoners who have 
made good progress in re-education. 
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The decision makes it clear that the beneficiaries of the release from prison must have 
served at least two fifths of their terms. Those who are serving life sentences must 
have been at least 12 years in prison. The beneficiaries of commutation must have 
served at least one sixth of their terms. Those who are serving life sentences must 
have been at least five years in prison. 


Also taken into consideration for amnesty are those who have made meritorious services 
while in prison, who are war invalids or sick soldiers, who have relatives with good 
records in production and fighting, who are too old and sick, who have small unattended 
children or whose families are meeting big difficulties in their daily life. 


VARIOUS ACTIVITIES MARK 41ST NATIONAL DAY 


Leaders Lay Wreaths 


0W311745 Hanoi VNA in English 1533 GMT 31 Aug 86 


[Text] Hanoi VNA August 31 -- A delegation of the Communist Party, the National 
Assembly, the Council of State, the Council of Ministers and the Fatherland Front of 
Vietnam paid a floral tribute to Ho Chi Minh at his mausoleum this morning. The wreath 
laying was occasioned by the 4lst anniversary of the August 1946 revolution and the 


National Day (Sept 2). 


The delegation was led by Truong Chinh, general secretary of the Communist Party of 
Vietnam Central Committee and president of the Council of State, and Pham Van Dong, 
member of the Political Bureau of the party Central Committee and chairman of the 
Council of Ministers. 


Later, the delegation laid a wreath in memory of fallen heroes and combatants at the 
Mai Dich Cemetary in the capital city. 


The same day, delegations of the Ministry of National Defence, the Ministry of the 
Interior, the party committee and people's committee of Hanoi mass organizations and 
several provinces paid floral tributes at the Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum. Also this morning 
the diplomatic corps and international organizations in Hanoi laid wreathes at the Ho 
Chi Minh Mausoleum. 


Leaders Attend Reception 


0W011959 Hanoi VNA in English 1608 GMT 1 Sep 86 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Sept 1 -- A reception was given here this evening by the Communist 
Party of Vietnam Central Committee, the National Assembly, the State Council, the 
Council of Ministers, and the Vietnam Fatherland Front Central Committee to mark the 
4lst anniversary of the August revolution (August 19) and the National Day (September 
2). Present were Truong Chinh, general secretary of the C.P.V. Central Committee and 
president of the State Council; Pham Van Dong, Politburo member of the CPV CC and 
chairman of the Council of Ministers; and other senior party and state officials. 
Members of the diplomatic corps and representatives of international organizations in 


Hanoi attended. 
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In his toasts, Chairman Pham Van Dong acclaimed the big achievements of the Vietnamese 
people and the fraternal peoples of Laos, Kampuchea, the Soviet Union, and the other 
socialist countries and the great efforts of the world people in the struggle for 
peace, national independence, democracy and social progress. 


Many meetings and other activities have been organized in Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City, Hai 
Phong port city and other localities across the country in celebration of these 
historical anniversaries. 


USSR, Other Countries Celebrate 


0W030813 Hanoi VNA in English 0721 GMT 3 Sep 86 


(Text) Hanoi VNA Sept 3 — A mass meeting was held in Moscow on September 1 to mark 
the 4lst National Day of Vietnam (Sept. 2). Present at the meeting, among others, were 
G. Pallayev, vice-chairman of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, and V.I. Gusev 
member of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union Central Committee and vice chairman 
of the Council of Ministers. . 


In a speech delivered at the meeting, V.V. Sutrov, vice president of the 
Soviet-Vietnamese Friendship Society Central Committee, brought out the major 
achievments recorded by the Vietnamese people over the past 41 years and stressed: 


"As the firm outpost of peace and socialism in Southeast Asia and also a firm link of 
the socialist community, Vietnam today is making remarkable contributions to the 
struggle of all nations for peace, national independence and social progress, and 
against imperialism and other reactionary forces." 


Also on this occasion, meetings were called at the secondary general school No. 14 
named after President Ho Chi Minh in Ulaanbaatar (Mongolia), in Shoumen City 
(Bulgaria), at the car spare parts factory "Socialist Republic of Vietnam" in Havana 


(Cuba). 


NHAN DAN Editorial 
BKO20300 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 1 Sep 86 


("Text of 2 September NHAN DAN editorial: "Ensure the People's Right to Mastery by 
the New Socioeconomic Management System") 


[Text] Our state, the first worker-peasant state in Southeast Asia, marks another 
anniversary today, its 4lst since the day great President Ho Chi Minh read the historic 
declaration of independence following the success of the August revolution. For over 4 
decades, the Democratic Republic of Vietnam -- now the SRV -- situated at a strategic 
position which is the focal point of the contradictions of the epoch, has surmounted 
many storms, hardships, and dangers, at times having to cope with extremely perilous 
Situations. However, under the party's leadership, the Vietnamese revolution and 
people have courageously fought and proudly marched forward, with venerated and beloved 
President Ho Chi Minh's immortal teaching deeply engraved in their hearts and minds: 
Nothing is more precious than independence and freedom. 


Our people have successively vanquished many of the most powerful and ferocious 
aggressive forces, firmly safeguarding the gains of the August revolution, firmly 
defending national independence and freedom, achieving the cause of national 
reunification, advancing the entire country to socialism, and fulfilling their 


international duty. 
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In the course of more than 40 years of glorious revolutionary struggle dotted with 
successes as well as failures, with achievements as well as setbacks, and with 
advantages as well as difficulties, our people can take pride in having accomplished a 
great undertaking in building the SRV and standing in the rank of the prestigious 
vanguard nations of the world. 


Our people respectfully recall the memory of and express their profound gratitude to 
great President Ho Chi Minh and all heroes, martyrs, comrades, and compatriots who have 
courageously laid down their lives for the motherland's independence and freedom, for 
socialism, and for noble international duties. Our people also express their heartfelt 
gratitude to the fraternal Lao and Cambodian peoples, who have fought shoulder to 
shoulder with us and have assisted one another to win great victories and lead the 
three Indochinese countries' revolution to a fine situation; to the great people of the 
Soviet Union, who have given the Vietnamese revolution extremely great, immeasurably 
precious, and highly effective support and assistance; and to the people of other 
fraternal socialist countries, the international communist and workers movement, the 
Nonaligned Movement as well as our friends in the five continents who have warmly 
supported and aided our people. . 


We are marking the 4lst anniversary of the success of the August revolution and the 2 
September National Day at a time when our entire party and people are enthusiastically 
preparing for the Sixth National Party Congress and discussing and contributing 
opinions to the draft political report to be presented at the sixth congress. 


In a spirit of serious self-criticism and criticism and with an attitude showing 
respect for the truth, our party Central Committee has made a penetrating analysis of 
all aspects of the country's situation over the past years and has reviewed the 
experience gained in implementing the resolutions of the Fifth CPV Congress. Over the 
past 5 years, our people, bringing into full play their spirit of collective mastery 
and their sense of self-reliance, have courageously overcome all difficulties caused by 
natural calamities and enemy attacks. Enjoying in addition the great assistance and 
increasingly effective all-round cooperation of the Soviet Union and the socialist 
community, they have scored important achievements. 


We have had a number of shortcomings and mistakes in grasping the set lines and in 
economc management. This is evidenced by the following: First, we have failed to 
proceed from the actual situation of the country with its intense contradictions and 
have, out of subjectivism and impatience, distanced ourselves from the real situation 
and social life. Second, we have been conservative and sluggish in renovating the 
mechanism of economic management and have maintained for too long a time the mechanism 
of management based on bureaucratic centralism and state subsidies, thereby slowing 
down the development of production and failing to bring into play the laboring people's 
right to collective mastery. 


The most important task of our party's sixth congress is to point out the orientations 
and effective measures for developing strong points and correcting shortcomings and 
mistakes in order to push the revolutionary cause steadily forward. The socialist 
revolution is the most complicated, profound, and thorough revolution in history. Our 
country is advancing to socialism from a very low point of departure -- an economy 
largely characterized by small production, its material-technical bases were devastated 
by almost 40 years of war. The Vietnamese Communists -- though well tested and highly 
experienced in the national democratic revolution -- are not prepared to cope with the 
many new aspects of the socialist revolution with their limited experience; and they 
have shown the lack of experience and ability in some respects. 
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Our country is now in the first stage of the transitional period to socialism. The 
tasks, measures, and steps we undertake must conform to the characteristics of this 
stage. To build socialism we must always firmly grasp and correctly apply the 
principles of Marxism-Leninism to the realistic conditions of Vietnam and must effect 
changes in many respects -- change in concept; change in thinking, especially economic 
thinking; change in the mechanism of management; change in workstyle; and change in 
organization and cadres. 


Collective mastery by the laboring people constitutes the nature of the new system. 
Building the system of collective mastery by the laboring people is’ the 
all-encompassing goal of the socialist revolution. As the revolution is an undertaking 
of the masses, its strength lies in the people themselves. To truly develop the 
laboring people's right to collective mastery it is necessary to trust the people. all 
party policies must originate from the interests, aspirations, and capability of the 
people so as to make the people understand them, have confidence in the party, and 
enthusiastically volunteer to build and defend the socialist fatherland -- thus 
creating 4 close and firm bond between the party and the people. 


The masses are those who create history and produce all the material wealth for 
society. Therefore, they are the true owners of socialist property and hold true 
control over management, distribution, and consumption; just as they assumed true 
mastery and won total victory in the anti-U.S. war of resistance for national 
salvation. The party guarantees the laboring people's right to collective mastery by 
means of a new mechanism of socioeconomic management. It is resolved to abolish the 
mechanism of management based on bureaucratic centralism and state subsidies and shift 
to economic accounting and socialist businesses on the basis of planning while 
practicing the principle of democratic centralism in conducting party activities and in 
all domains of political, economic, and social life. 


We must resolve to do away with directing the economy mainly through administrative 
orders and must shift to an operating mode which calls for grasping firmly and applying 
correctly the system of objective laws now being developed in the initial stage of the 


transitional period. 


The party advocates, on the basis of firmly maintaining the principle of democratic 
centralism, guaranteeing the basic economic units' right to autonomy in production and 
business while firmly maintaining the central government's right to centralized and 
unified management over key areas of the national economy. It is necessary to attach 
importance to manipulating commodity-monetary relationships and to do away with a 
situation in which planning is not linked to the market and production is not linked to 
circulation and social requirements. 


Discarding bureaucratic centralism is not aimed at achieving decentralization but at 
increasing centralization appropriately while developing the dynamism and creativity of 
localities, establishments, and workers. Comrade General Secretary Truong Chinh said: 
Centralization must be carried out on the basis of developing democracy fully while 
developing democracy must be aimed at guaranteeing the right to centralized 
management . These two aspects are an integral part of a single entity and are 
interactive and complementary. In view of the current situation, we must oppose 
bureaucratic centralism and state subsidies and must, at the same time, fight against 
liberalism, unorganized and indisciplined attitudes, and a tendency to care only for 
departmentalistic or local interests as they weaken the centralized and unified control 


of the state. 
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In compliance with the CPV Central Committee's Eighth Plenum resolution, the 
eradication of the system of bureaucratic centralism and state subsidies requires the 
renovation of party cadres' and members’ thinking -- their way of thinking and doing 
things, especially in the field of economic business. Renovating organizational and 
cadre-related work and improving the knowledge and qualities of party cadres and 
members require the party and state organs to be clean and steadfast and to guarantee 
the laboring people's collective mastery, and on this basis, ensure that the society 
functions in an organized, disciplined, ethical, civilized, and healthy manner. 


A profound lesson of the Vietnamese revolution shows that the strength of the nation 
must always be combined with the strength of the times. Our people must continue to 
develop this lesson by trying to maintain peace in Indochina in Southeast Asia and to 
make active contributions to maintaining world peace. We must consolidate and 
strengthen the relations of special friendship and all-round cooperation between the 
three Indochinese countries and between the three countries and the Soviet Union as 
well as other countries in the Socialist community and must contribute to the world 
people's struggle for peace, national independence, democracy, and socialism. 


In view of the extremely tense world situation caused by the U.S. imperialists anda 
their scheme of feverishly stepping up the nuclear arms race both on the earth and in 
space, thus creating the real danger of a nuclear war of annihilation while 
implementing their reactionary Asia-Pacific strategy, our people admire, highly value, 
and strongly support the pacifist foreign policy of the Soviet Union and its concrete 
and important peace initiatives as well as its dynamic and highly effective diplomatic 
activities. Our people warmly respond to and support the overwhelmingly convincing 
initiatives advanced recently by Comrade General Secretary Gorbachev concerning a 
general program for the elimination of nuclear weapons by the end of this century, 
including the continued suspension of Soviet nuclear weapons testing until 1 January 
1987 and various measures aimed at achieving peace, security, stability, and 
cooperation in Asia and the Pacific. 


The outlook of the revolution in the three Indochinese countries is fine and the 
situation is irreversible. On the basis of the lesson of history in the past several 
years, the three parties and ‘countries of Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia strongly affirm 
that they must closely unite with one another and with the Soviet Union to effectively 
cope with the counterattacks by imperialism and various reactionary forces. 


Staying firmly united and comprehensively cooperating with the Soviet Union and 
definitely relying on Soviet assistance [Duwaj hawnr vaof suwj giups dgowr cuar lieen 
Xoo] is the principle as well as the basic policy of our party and state. 
Satisfactorily implementing all cooperation plans with the Soviet Union is the first 
priority and responsibility of our country. 


As a nation which has been through more than 30 years of war full of hardships and 
which is carrying out two strategic tasks -- building and defending the socialist 
fatherland -- while perfoming its international duty, our people realize all too well 
the great value of peace, an important condition for building a new life. 
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Our people stand for and support the policy of peaceful coexistence among different 
political and social systems and of settling all disputes and differences between 
countries through peaceful negotiations on the basis of respect for each other's 
sovereignty. In accordance with this spirit and on the basis of the principle of 
firmly defending the gains of the Cambodian revolution and firmly safeguarding the 
strength of the alliance among the three Indochinese countries as well as the alliance 
between the latter and the Soviet Union, we are prepared to hold talks with China at 
any level and at any time to restore normal relations between the two countries. The 
three Indochinese countries are also ready to enter into dialogue with and restore 
normal relations with the ASEAN member countries and the United States to build 
Southeast Asia into a zone of peace, stability, and cooperation. 


We are facing extremely weighty tasks. We must simultaneously carry out pressing 
socioeconomic tasks, especially on the food and consumer and export goods production 
front and in circulation and distribution, stabilize the people's living conditions, 
and consolidate national defense and security while having to do a good job of holding 
party organization congresses at all levels. By achieving the unity of will and action 
within the party and among the people, with the entire party singlemindedly united 
around the party Central Committee and the entire people closely united around the 
party, and by implementing the principle of democratic centralism and bringing into 
full play the working people's right to collective mastery, we are fully capable of 
overcoming the immediate difficulties and advancing continuously to score many 
outstanding achievements to greet the Sixth CPV Congress. 


Our people are determined to transform their revolutionary heroism in the wars of 
national liberation and national defense into revolutionary heroism in the socialist 
revolution to build a prosperous and strong SRV and to contribute to preserving peace 
and strengthening the position of socialism in Southeast Asir 2nd the rest of the world. 


HANOI RECALLS SUCCESSES AGAINST U.S. BOMBING 


0W280454 Hanoi International Service in Mandarin 1130 GMT 26 Aug 86 


(Station special program: "'The Glorious History of Vietnam's Revolution' — 
Introducing the Vietnamese People's Defeat of the American Imperialists' Destructive 
War Against Northern Vietnam"] 


[Text] The special warfare waged by the American imperialists in southern Vietnam was 
utterly frustrated by mid-1964. To retrieve its defeat the American imperialists 
cooked up the so-called Tonkin Gulf incident on 5 August 1964. They dispatched planes 
to bomb northern Vietnamese provinces in a move to subdue Vietnam by extensive 
attacks. However, the American imperialists were dealt head-on blows. Eight American 
planes were smashed to pieces on the first bombing mission and the bandit pilots were 


captured alieve. 


Revolution surged in southern Vietnam in February 1965. In view of successive setbacks 
the American imperialists outrageously mobilized massive air and naval forces, armed 
with modern weapons, to intensify the war in areas south of 20 degrees latitutde in 
northern Vietnam in a vain attempt to stem the flow of massive supplies from the people 
in the north to their compatriots in the south and in order to undermine socialist 


construction in the north. 
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Faced with this situation the party Central Committee instructed that an imperative 
task for the north was to reorient economic development toward strengthening its 
defense forces. To counter the American imperialists' destructive warfare the party 
adopted the strategic policy of launching an all-round war involving all the Vietnamese 
people through self-reliance, while appealing for international assistance. 


In response to Chairman Ho Chi Minh's call for independence and liberty, the people in 
the south resolved to defeat the American imperialists. The American imperialists' 
strategic offensives in southern Vietnam during the dry seasons in 1966 and 1967 were 
disastrously foiled. Subsequently, they savagely launched raids against Hanoi, 
Haiphong, and other major cities in the north, as well as against key industrial 
centers, water conservancy works, dams, and communications lines, causing many innocent 
casualities. Nevertheless, the American imperialists' destructive warfare failed to 
stem supplies from the north to their blood brothers in the south. They could neither 
shake the Vietnamese people's will to continue the struggle for national salvation nor 
impede socialist construction in the north. 


In 4 years from 1964 to 1968, of fighting the American imperialists’ destructive 
warfare, the soldiers and people in the north shot down a total of 3,243 American 
planes of various types, including 6 B-52's and 2 F-lll's. Thousands of American 
bandit pilots were either killed or captured alive. Close to 100 warships of various 
types were also sunk or damage, thereby dealing a telling blow to the American 
imperialists' destructive warfare. 


Following its disastrous defeat in the south, the American imperialists were forced to 
scale down the bombing in the north. Eventually, on 1 November 1968, the American 
imperialists announced an unconditional cessation of bombing against the entire 
territory of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. After suffering repeated setbacks on 
the battlefields in the south, the American imperialists again resumed adventurous 
bombings of the north in 1972. Toward the end of 1972 they amassed hordes of B-52 
strategic bombers and other planes to launch strategic air raids against the capital, 
Honoi, and the northern provinces. Under the staunch leadership and prompt action of 
the party, the soldiers and people in the north dealt punitive blows to the American 
imperialists' new escalation of their war effort. In a matter of 12 days and nights in 
the fierce battle at Dien Bien Phu 81 American planes of various types were brought 
down, among which were 34 B-52 strategic bombers and 5 F-lll's. Close to 100 American 
bandit pilots were either killed or captured alive. During the 8 years of destructive 
warfare by the American imperialists the soldiers and people in the north downed a 
total of 4,181 American planes and killed or captured alive thousands of American 
bandit pilots. Victory by soldiers and people both in the north and south compelled 
the United States to sign the Paris agreement on the Vietnamese issue, which required 
all American troops to be withdrawn. This victory laid the groundwork for the 
successful all-round offensive and intensified struggle by the Vietnamese soldiers and 
people in the spring of 1975, which led to the total liberation of the south and 
eventual reunification of the fatherland. 
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AUSTRALIA 
GOVERNMENT SEEKS FULL ACCOUNT OF CHIRAC REMARKS 
BK300948 Hong Kong AFP in English 0940 GMT 30 Aug 86 


[Text] Canberra, Aug 30 (AFP) -- The Australian Government was seeking a full account 
of French Premier Jacques Chirac's stinging attack on Australian Prime Minister Bob 
Hawke over New Caledonia, a spokesman for Mr Hawke said Saturday. 


Mr Chirac, on a three-day visit to the French territory, was reported to have said 
Friday he wanted a change of government in Australia because of Mr Hawke's "very 
stupid" attitude on New Caledonia. 


THE AGE, a Melbourne daily, reported from Noumea that within minutes of his arrival 
there Friday, Mr Chirac attacked Mr Hawke for his "complete misunderstanding" of the 
issue. The French leader also told a reception he was "looking forward to a change of 
government’ in Australia, the paper said. 


Mr Chirac paused during an airport welcoming ceremony to have words with Australia's 
consul-general to New Caledonia Mr John Dauth, THE AGE said. "He made a number of 
harsh and personal remarks to me about Mr Hawke," Mr Dauth was quoted as saying. 


These remarks had been communicated to Canberra and the Australian Government was 
seeking a full account before considering a response, the spokesman for Mr Hawke said. 


In an interview on New Caledonia radio, Mr Chirac also attacked both the Australian and 
New Zealand Governments’ attitudes, saying they showed an "extraordinary ignorance of 
history" in relation to the problems of the French territory. 


Earlier this month Australia and New Zealand joined other South Pacific nations in 
seeking New Caledonia's re-inscription with the United Nations Committee on 
Decolonisation and warning France that it should conduct a plebiscite on independence 
in New Caledonia. 


France has scheduled a referendum on independence for the territory for next year. 
Hawke Defends Stand 


BK310856 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0830 GMT 31 Aug 86 


[Text] The prime minister, Mr Hawke, has defended Australia's position on French 
policies in the South Pacific. In a statement issued in Canberra, Mr Hawke said he was 
surprised at the comments made by his French counterpart, Mr Chirac, who is currently 
visiting New Caledonia. 


At a news conference yesterday in the capital, Noumea, Mr Chirac said comments by the 
Australian prime minister reported in three French newspaper on the New Caledonia issue 
were stupid. Mr Chirac also said he was concerned about Australia's attitude to France 
and said Mr Hawke's comments were unacceptable to the French Government. 
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Mr Hawke is reported to have warned the French that unless the independence issue was 
handled properly in New Caledonia there could be a bloodbath. However, Mr Chirac 
accused Mr Hawke of stupidity in his attitude over the future of New Caledonia and said 
he would welcome a change of government in Canberra. 


In his first reply over the criticism, Mr Hawke said he did not intend to respond in a 
similar fashion to Mr Chirac. He said the French prime minister had allowed himself to 
depart from the normal manner of discourse between heads of government of friendly 
countries. 


Mr Hawke said the position of the Australian Government on the future of New Caledonia 
was well known and he wrote to ''r Chirac last week to say there had been no deviation 
from it. He said the federal government had consistently acknowledged the difficulties 
facing France in New Caledonia. 


Mr Hawke said it was the government's wish to help peacefully resolve the problems 
along the path to independence in the French territory. The prime minister also said 
successive Australian Governments had expressed their opposition to continue nuclear 
testing by the French in the South Pacific -- a position shared by many other 
governments in the region. 


Mr Hawke said despite recent events, the federal government wished to continue 
constructive dialogue with France on matters of mutual interest. 


HAWKE TELLS LUGAR OF NEED FOR SANCTIONS 


BK270247 Melbourne Overseas service in English 0130 GMT 27 Aug 86 


[Text] The prime minister, Mr Hawke, has told the United States that sanctions against 
South Africa would prevent the destruction of South Africa's economy by a militant 
black takeover. Mr Hawke made the comment during talks in Sydney with the chairman of 
the American Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Senator Richard Lugar. 


The prime minister told the senator that there were elements in South Africa and within 
the leadership of the so-called Frontline African states which wanted to keep the 
existing white capital structure under a new political system. . 


He said sanctions would lead to dialogue between the white minority government in 
Pretoria and the black elements. Mr Hawke said that without dialogue the responsible 
black leaders would be supplanted by militants who wanted to destroy the existing 


system. 


Senator Lugar is visiting Australia as part of a fact finding tour of Asia and the 
Pacific. 


IV. 3 Sep 86 M 3 AUSTRALASIA 


MINISTER EXPECTS U.S.-FIN TRADE COOPERATION 


BK280206 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0130 GMT 28 Aug 86 


[Text] The trade minister, Mr Dawkins, says he expects the United States to cooperate 
with the new alliance of 14 agricultural trading nations. The 14 countries met this 
week in the north Greensland city of Cairns. They call themselves the Fair Trading 
Nations [FIN] and have agreed to campaign for the reform of agricultural trade which 
they say is threatened by European and American subsidies. 


Mr Dawkins says there are signs that the United States will support the group's 
position next month at the world trade talks in Uruguay. He says the Americans 
recognize the need to maintain dialogue and it is important for the Fair Trading 
Nations to have an ally as powerful as the United States. 


WHEAT BOARD CRITICIZES U.S. GRAIN SUBSIDY 


BK300904 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0830 GMT 30 Aug 86 


(Excerpt) The Australian Wheat Board has criticized an American decision to further 
boost subsidies for grain exports to the Soviet Union. The American Agriculture 
Department is lifting the subsidy on export grain by $3 a ton. 


It comes only a few days after a meeting of 14 nations, including Australia, at Cairns 
in north Queensland to protest against the trading policies of the United States and 
the European Community. 


The chairman of the Australian Wheat Board, Mr Clinton Condon, says the increased 
American subsidy will adversely affect Australian wheat farmers. Australia had already 
protested directly to the United States about its subsidy policies and recently sent an 
all-party parliamentary delegation to Washington to try to reverse the decision. 


Mr Condon says the latest American subsidy boost will put further downward pressure on 
the international wheat market. 


COMBINED EXERCISES PLANNED WITH U.S. FORCES 


BK310904 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0830 GMT 31 Aug 86 


[Text] Armed forces personnel from Australia and the United States will take part in a 
combined exercise in Western Australia starting this week. Radio Australia's Canberra 
office says the exercise, called "(Dark Cygnet 86)," will practice the ability of the 
forces to operate in small groups together. 


There will also be an exchange of information on techniques and skills while practicing 
air and water operations, patrolling, survival techniques, and weapons training. 
Transport aircraft from both air forces will be used with an Australian naval patrol 
boat to provide support for the exercise which will continue until 3 October. 
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JAKARTA REPORTS AGREEMENT TO PURCHASE F-16'S 


BK311053 Jakarta International Service in English 0800 GMT 31 Aug 86 


(Text] Secretary General of the Defense Ministry Yogi Supardi in Jakarta yesterday 
signed a letter of offer and acceptance of purchase of advanced F-16 jet fighters from 
the United States. The venue of the signing of the purchase contract was at [words 


indistinct] 


A spokesman for the Indonesian Defense and Security Ministry says the government has 
finally decided to buy the American F-16's, which are also in service with the Air 
Forces of neighboring Singapore and Thailand. The contract includes the maintenance 
and a training practice for the operations of the aircraft. The U.S. F-16 
manufacturer, General Dynamics, has also stated its agreement to a [words indistinct] 
contract with the Indonesian Nusantara Aircraft Industry in Bandung for the making of 
some of the aircraft parts. 


Further on F-16 Deal 
BKO11613 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 1500 GMT 1 Sep 86 


(Text] Indonesia will receive a 30 percent offset [preceeding word in English] deal on 
the value of the F-16 jet fighters it will purchase as well as technical assistance for 
its Nusantara Aviation Plant from the United States. The state minister for research 
and technology, concurrently director of the Nusantara Aviation Plant, J.B. Habibie, 
said this in Jakarta today when he commented on the signing of a letter of offer and 
acceptance for the purchase of F-16's by Secretary General of the Defense and Security 
Department Yogi Supardi on 30 August. 


Earlier, on 28 August, a cooperation agreement between the Nusantara Aviation Plant and 
the producer of the F-16 plane, General Dynamics, was also signed. Habibie said the 
deal, the most beneficial Indonesia could get, had been approved by President Suharto. 
The 12 F-16 planes are valued at $337 million. 


VICE PRESIDENT, DELEGATION LEAVE FOR HARARE 


BK290117 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 2300 GMT 28 Aug 86 


[Text] Vice President Umar Wirahadikusumah and a delegation left Jakarta early this 
morning to attend the 8th Nonaligned Movement Summit Conference in Harare, Zimbabwe. 
The 8th Nonaligned Summit Conference will take place from 1 September to 7 September. 
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ARMY INTELLIGENCE SAYS LOYALISTS TO ATTACK 'SOON' 


HKO30948 Quezon City BUSINESS DAY in English 3 Sep 86 p 22 


[Text] Armed followers of former President Marcos, backed up by a battalion of 
soldiers, are set to stage attacks soon as a birthday gift to him, unverified 
intelligence reports of the Armed Forces revealed yesterday. . 


The same reports said the loyalists are expected to group today in at least two places 
in Metro Manila, namely, in the Libis area in Quezon City and in an undisclosed 
residential compound along the Sumulong Highway in Antipolo, Rizal. 


The loyalist groups are expected to join a battalion of soldiers based in a Metro 
Marila military camp. They will then attack military installations, communication 
facilities and Malacanang. 


The attacks will be launced between Sep 7 and 11. 


The New Armed Forces of the Philippines has been monitoring the movements of Marcos 
loyalists during the past months particularly after they staged an aborted coup last 
July 6 backed up by soldiers of the Armed Forces from several units. 


The intelligence reports also revealed that a prominent Marcos loyalist personality has 
recently solicited the support of a powerful religious sect when hostilities commence 
on the planned attacks. 


Meanwhile, Brig Gen Ramon Montano of the National Capital Command confirmed yesterday 
that his intelligence network has made sightings of small groupings of Marcos loyalist 
meetings in several undisclosed places in Metro Manila. 


Montano, however, said these are mere sightings and have not been infiltrated by 
intelligence operatives so he could not comment on the loyalists’ plans or whether they 
are armed or not. 


The attacks are said to be timed before President Corazon C. Aquino leaves for talks 
with Moro National Liberation Front chief Nur Misuari, in the southern Philippines. 


CON-COM MEMBER REVEALS PLOT TO KILL AQUINO IN U.S. 


HKO30625 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2300 GMT 2 Sep 86 


{Text} Movie director Lino Brocka yesterday bared an alleged plot to assassinate 
President Aquino during her visit to the United States in Mid-September. He spoke 
before a press conference at the Asian Institute of Tourism in Quezon City. Brocka 
said he was informed of the assassination plot by a commissioner of the Constitutional 
Commission [Con-Com] who was urging him to return to the Con-Com. Brocka walked out 
from deliberations on August 18 in protest against what he called the failure of the 
body to protect Filipino economic interests in the constitution. In urging him to 
return, the commissioner -- whom Brocka refused to name -- reportedly informed him 
about documents regarding alleged plans by the military to take over the government and 
another plan to assassinate Mrs Aquino during her U.S. visit. The press conference was 
called by the Coalition for Constitutional Provisions on Industrialization and Economic 
Protectionism and Nationalism to expose some Con-Com members who allegedly have 
connections with multi-national companies. 
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NDF-LUZON Sees Enrile Presidential Ambitions 


HK271526 Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 27 Aug 86 p 3 
[By Jun Lopez] 


{Text} Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile has been nurturing his presidential ambitions 
even years before the February Revolution that unseated Philippine strongman Ferdinand 
Marcos. 


In a statement received by MALAYA the National Democratic Front [NDF] in the far north 
of Luzon said that when Enrile dislodged Tito Dupaya in the 1980 local elections, a 
political bloc known as the “Solid North" emerged. Enrile then installed persons loyal 
to him to the provincial and municipal posts, the NDF claimed. 


However, the former First Lady was allegedly “manueuvering covertly and overtly" to 
stop Enrile's ambition, the 10-page document said. 


Imelda Marcos has actually overshadowed Enrile's powers in the defense ministry, 
forcing him to ally and develop then Armed Forces vice chief Lt. Gen. Fidel Ramos and 
the military junior officers in 1982, the alliance of rebel groups said. 


The NDF also said Enrile started to build his own private army at that time -- the 
local paramilitary Civilian Home Defense Force and the provincial command soldiers. 


The Enrile-Marcos factions of the "Solid North" culminated in the February 
military-backed uprising when the Enrile-Ramos bloc bolted the Marcos-Imelda-Ver 
triumvirate that deposed the former regime, the rebel alliance said. 

This gave Enrile, a hold-over defense minister, a chance to regroup the Solid North 
which has shown a big crack due to credibility problem of the two leaders and the 
unabated human rights abuses. 


The NDF also alleged Enrile was directly instrumental in reviving the Nacionalista 
Party when it held a convention on June 28 at the Hotel Delfino in Tuguegarao, Cagayan. 


The NDF said the Solid North would be used by Enrile as his launching pad for his 
"ill-concealed presidential goals." 


The document said Enrile would also use his political power, the defense and military 
establishment, and the Nacionalista Party to realize his ambition. 


More on Enrile Support in North 
HK270340 Manila FILIPINO TIMES in English 15-21 Aug 86 pp 1, 7 
{By Maricris Rodriguez] 


{Text} Tuguegarao (PNF) (Philippine News & Features] -- An interesting realignment of 
political forces is taking shape in Northern Luzon, once dubbed as the “Solid North." 
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Under the Marcos regime, top civilian and military authorities in the region, including 
governors, vice-governors, majority of mayors and vice-mayoral and provincial military 
officials, and other government officials, owed loyalty to no one but the the 
President, who held the entire region in a tight leash. 


With the advent of the Aquino government however, the "solid" North has begun to crack 
in all directions. New political divisions and re-alignments have been forming since 
March this year. | 


Emerging strongest among all the blocs is a group of politicans from two parties -- the 
demobilized Kilusang Bagong Lipunan (KBL), which is Marcos’ own party, and the United 
Democratic Organization (UNIDO) -- whose loyalties can best be described as 
pro-Enrile. Enrile, of course, is Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile, who hails from 
the province of Cagayan and is considered by many as the political leader to reckon 
with in the next contest for the highest office. 


Belonging to this bloc would be Officer-in-Charge (OIC) benjamin Ligot of Cagayan, OIC 
Juan Dait of- Ifugao, and the three provincial commanders who are also known Reform the 
AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines] Movement (RAM) lesa'».s--Lt. Col. Rodolfo 
Aguinaldo of Cagayan, Col. Hernani Figueroa of Isabela, and Lt. Col. Arturo Lumibao of 
Nueva Vizcaya. Former KBL politicians who may be included in this bloc because of 
their known relationship with the Defense Minister are ex-Laoag City Mayor Rudy 
Farinas, ex-Ilocos Norte vice-governor Roque Ablan, Jr., and the former governors of 
the provinces of Nueva Viscaya and Kalinga-Apa-Yao. Other likely members of the Enrile 
bloc would be ex-Isabela governor Faustiro Dy, ex-Ilocos Sur governor Luis “Chavit" 
Singson, and ex-Pangasinan governor Aguedo Agbayani. 


Jose "“Peiping" Cojuangco appears to be building up his own political base from among 
the remnants of the "solid" North. The embattled OIC-appointee for Ilocos Sur, Sally 
Villanueva, is his recomendee. Cojuangco's political party happens to be the PDP-LABAN. 


Another bloc is the UNIDO-SANIDAD group, whichu is concentrated in Baguio City and the 
provinces of Benguet, La Union, Abra and Ilocos Sur. However, this group could attract 
independent-minded and progressive politicians, including those in the PDP-LABAN who do 
not belong to the Conjuangco bloc, such as the OIC's of Nueva Viscaya and La Union. 
Thus, the group has the potential to grow into a significant political entity in the 
months to come. 


The other provincial OIC's in the region do not have clear political inclinations as 
yet, although they belong to one party or another. 


There are, on the other hand, individuals such as OIC William Claver of 
Kalinga-Apa-Yao, who have weak political machineries but strong working relations with 
cause-oriented groups, wh’ ch could provide them with strong political support. 


These political arrangements are not permanent. Future developments will determine who 
among these political figures would find common ground with each other and thereby 
create new political groupings. But this jockeying for friends is becoming more urgent 
as election time approaches. 


In the background of this game of musical chairs is the omnipotent military in the 
region, which has actually grown in number after the February civilian-military revolt 
that installed the popular Corazon Aquino as president. 
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A new Marine company has been dispatched to the province of Pangasinan. One Army 
battalion was assinged to Nueva Ya, one Scout Ranger company to Isabela, another to 
Nueva Viscaya. Three Scout Ranger companies were sent to Cagayan. 


What makes the military situation even more scary is the undisturbed presence of armed 
contingents of political warlords in the countryside. The government militia, the 
Civilian Home Defense Force [CHDF], much hatred during the Marcos era, has not been 
dismantled but in fact is being beefed up today. 


Inhabitants of the region find themselves face to face with serious economic problems 
including very little available land, high production costs, high prices, low wages, 
few job opportunities, and so on. Meanwhile, repression by the military continues 
unabated. 


Cause-oriented organizations have of late increased their sphere of influence in the 
entire region. The New People's Army is widely believed to be keeping up a steady pace 
of growth in many areas in the north, right up to Marcos's and Enrile's bailiwicks. 


After the Constitutional Commission finishes its work in September, elections will be 
forthcoming. The politicians are alive and kicking once more, flexing their muscles in 
anticipation. But this time, in northern Luzon, the results may not be as predictable 
as its was in Marcos’ time. 

There is no more "Solid North." Today politics in the North is anybody's ballgame. 


"FORCES ' IN GOVERNMENT ACCUSED OF '‘GREED' 


HK281431 Manila THE NEW PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 28 Aug 86 p 3 
[By Fil Maragay] 


{Text] Local Government Minister Aquilino Pimentel Jr yesterday lashed at forces 
within the government which he said have been trying to undermine the coalition of 
parties supporting President Aquino. He also accused them of being motivated by 
"greed" for power. 


Interviewed by newsmen, Pimentel said these forces have kept on airing gripes about 
their alleged lopsided sharing of power in the Aquino government when in fact, he said, 
they have obtained more than what they deserve. 


Although he did not mention these gripes, Pimentel was obviously referring to the 
constant complaints of some political parties in the coalition, particularly Unido 
{United Nationalist Democratic Organization], that is leaders have been discriminated 
against in the selection of officers-in-charge in local government units. 


Pimentel admitted that if the coalition collapses it will diminish the popular support 
of President Aquino. 


This will also possibly result, he said, in the Unido withdrawing its support for 
President Aquino and forming a new coalition with another political party. 
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Minister Pimentel reiterated that a merger between the Unido and PDP-Laban [Partido 
Demokratiko ng Pilipinas-Lakas ng Bayan -- Phillippine Democratic Party-Strength of the 
Nation] which he heads is almost impossible. But he said this should not serve as a 
hindrance to the putting up of a common set of candidates in forthcoming elections by 
all parties making up the coalition, including the Liberal Party (Salonga and Kalaw 
wings) and the regional political parties. 


He said he saw bleak chances for the formation of a new national party to be composed 
of all pro-administration parties as advocated by Vice President Laurel, who is Unido 
president. 


The existence of such national party is untenable, he said, because of basic 
differences in the principles and platforms of government of the various parties in the 
present coalition. 


Pimentel also denied that the local government ministry has been trying to take away 
supervision over farm cooperative from the agriculture ministry as part of a plan to 
strengthen the PDP-Laban. 


He said the move to transfer supervision of farm cooperatives was initiated by 
Agriculture Minister Ramon Mitra Jr and not by the MLG. 


LIBERATION INTERVIEW WITH NPA GENERAL STAFF MEMBERS 


HK211454 (Clandestine) LIBERATION in English Apr-May 86 pp 8, 9 


{"Excerpts" of interview with New People's Army General Staff members "Ronnie" and 
"Miguel" -- date, place not given]. 


[Text] Q: What is a ceasefire? Does it involve the laying down of arms? 


A. A ceasefire is the cessation of armed hostilities between warring parties. It does 
not mean surrender nor does it necessarily involve the laying down of arms. 


A ceasefire can lead to either a truce or an armistice. A truce is a negotiated 
settlement arrived at after a dialog between the parties. An armistice is arrived at 
only after a truce had led to a long-lasting ceasefire. 


Still, ceasefire can be of three kinds: a unilateral ceasefire, and ceasefire arrived 
at after negotiations, and a ceasefire as a result of granted conditions but not 
necessarily of negotiations. 


What we want is a negotiated ceasefire. But we have not attached conditions before 
negotiations could begin, and the government should likwise do the same. There should 
be no demand for either side to diminish its present strength such as calling for a 
laying down of arms. 


Q: Will you enter into a ceasefire with the Aquino government? 
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A: The call for a six-month ceasefire was a call made by Cory Aquino even before she 
became president. We assure her that her call has not fallen on deaf ears. Like her, 
we also want peace. 


However, it seems that within the Aquino government there are different views 
concerning the ceasefire. At present, we are unsure as to which view will prevail. 


A reactionary clique within the military does not want to ceasefire. They want the 
civil government of President Cory Aquino to delcare all-out war against the NPA. In 
this position, they are supported by the U.S. The U.S. is pushing for more military 
aid to be used against us in spite of President Aquino's clear preference for more 
economic aid. 


The people who supported Mrs. Aquino have high expectations concerning the institution 
of political and economic reforms. However, they also want to give the Aquino 
government a chance to advance its democratic initiatives. Yet Enrile has already 
criticized her policies towards insurgency and has told her to stop her "kid-glove 
treatment" of the NPA. It seems that Enrile and other reactionaries in the AFP [Armed 
Forces of the Philippines] do not want to give Mrs. Aquino a chance. 


Q: Will you accept an offer of amnesty? 


A: Political Affairs Minister Cuenco has presented a view of ceasefire, the framework 
of which actually calls for surrender of the NPA. In fact, in Region 11, Northern 
Mindanao, they are set to give amnesty to any rebel that will surrender. Cuenco has 
requested a budget for the rehabilitation of surrenderees by giving them jobs. 


When you enter into a ceasefire with an opposite party, you recognize them as a force 
to reckon with -- a force you deal with on an equal footing. There is no amnesty 
involved as it means a pardon for a political offense. 


Why should we surrender and be given amnesty? Just like the opposition, we fought hard 
against the Marcos fascist dictatorship. Why should our efforts against the Marcos 
regime be considered as a political offense under the present dispensation? If that is 
the logic, then the present government should also grant ammesty to the opposition 
political parties. 


This call for surrender and amnesty is an effort to split and demoralize the ranks of 
the revolutionary forces. RAM's (Reform the AFP Movement) Col. Red Kapunan has 
admitted this when he stated that the amnesty is meant only for the CPP [Communist 
Party of the Philippines]-NPA rank-and-file and not their leaders and commanders. 


Amnesty is also a trump card for the reactionary and criminal torturers and elements in 
the AFP. They intend to counteract the growing clamor to prosecute them for the human 
rights violations and atrocities they have committed. Their line now is that if Cory 
can be magnanimous with "Communist terrorists," why can't she be magnanimous to them 
who were "only doing their duty" under the Marcos regime? But the people demand 
justice for their crimes. Ang utang sa dugo ay dapat byaran. Managot ang dapat 
managot [Debts of blood must be paid. Whoever is responsible will have to be made 
accountable. ] 
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Q: Some say the armed struggle as a particular form of struggle has been put into 
question by recent events. Can you comment on this? 


A: There has been no change in basic conditions. The basic problems which gave rise 
to the dictatorship remain. Changes however have occurred in the political field. 
Instead of open terrorist rule, we now have a liberal government in place. 


The thing to look at is the local level. If liberal elements within the Aquino 
government succeed in replacing Marcos supporters or fascist holdovers in the local 
government with liberal or democratic elements who are against militarization, there 
may be changes then. The system of patronage and repression established by Marcos for 
20 years will be destablized. 


Q: Will you continue your tactical offensives? 


A: In deference to new developments and as an expression of our respect for the temper 
of the people, we have acted with restraint in carrying out tactical operations. 
-However, rabid counter-insurgency campaigns against us continue. Soldiers enter our 
areas and go on rampages against the people. For example, in Bataan, there are only 
around 300,000 civilians but it is crawling with legions of soldiers, marines and other 
paramilitary forces. In Samar, notorious military and paramilitary units which are 
responsible for mass killings are still around. 


We have to fight regular troops who enter our areas and make trouble. If we are 
attacked, we will counter-attack. We are only defending the masses and ourselves. 


Q: How have recent developments affected the morale of the NPA? 


A: Our officers and men are raising questions. The effect has been to encourage them 
to study more and participate in discussions. Hinihimay-himay nila ngayon ang lahat ng 
memo at study materials. [Today, they scrutinize all memos and study materials.] 
Through open discussions, they study the new situation and ask themselves, what is my 
role given the new situation? They realize that the armed struggle is still 
necessary. Tuloy ang laban. [The fight continues.] But there is a little bitterness 
among our men because they cannot move against the enemy as freely as before. Many 
also felt bitter that because of the boycott policy of the movement, kumitid ang masang 
naimpluwensyahan natin noong eleksyon [the masses we had influenced contracted. ] 


Q: Why, what is your assessment of the movement's boycott policy? Has this and the 
February uprising itself, set back your timetable for a strategic counter-offensive? 


A: We failed to properly project our role during the February events because of the 
boycott call. We missed the opportunity to lead or seize the initiative or play an 
influential role in the turn of events. 


But we have learned from our mistakes. At present, our ranks are as enthusiastic as 
ever. They are resolute in pursuing the revolution. We have not received any reports 
of surrender. Our forces are intact. The revolution has not been defeated. 


Q: As a result of their participation in the February revolt, the AFP is said to have 
acquired a new image. They, in fact, call themselves the New AFP. What do you think 
of this? 
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A: Generally, the people are apprehensive that the chief architects, administrators 
and implementors of martial law continue to retain power. Ver and his generals were 
removed or retired, pero sino ang pumalit? Hindi ba may ksalanan din? [But who 
replaced them? Were they not also guilty?) 


Take for example RAM's recruiting officer, Col. Hernani Figveroa. He has committed a 
number of atrocities. He cannot hide his involvement in the murder of Dr. Bobby dela 
Paz in 1982 since at that time he was Gen. Mison's intelligence officer in Samar. 


The new AFP image projected by the media is just that -- an image. It has no substance 
and is very far from reality. Notorious officers remain in place. 


Q: What can you say of Col. Gringo Honasan's comment that the NPA is a destabilizing 
force? 


A: As far as the Marcos dictatorship was concerned, yes, we were a destabilizing 
force. Even they, in the last instance, joined in destabilizing Marcos. But as far as 
the Aquino government is concerned, dapat ibalik sa kanila ang tanong. [The question 
should be posed before them.) When we expressed our openness to a ceasefire, it was 
Honasan and his group who said that a ceasefire is not possible. Who really is 
destabilizing whom? 


Q: Honasan also asked where you were during the February Revolution? 


A: There is no question that their participation in the last instance was crucial to 
the fall of the dictator. True, we were not there at the critical juncture but our 
struggle was a major factor in politically weakening the Marcos dictatorship. The 
February Revolution was part of the long struggles waged by the Filipino people long 
before. We were in the midst of that fight. 


In truth, the fact that their military rebellion succeeded because of the masses' 
support proves what we have been saying all along. Only the people themselves 
combining armed and unarmed forms of struggle can liberate themselves. 


Now we ask Honasan, where were they in the darkest days of the dictatorship? Hindi ba 
sila ang naghahasik ng lagim? [Were they not perpetuating the darkness?] They were 
spreading darkness. 


Q: Honasan also claims that the NPA is now isolated. 


A: Isolation is difficult to gauge. He says that one indication of our isolation is 
the release of political prisoners. Paano nangyari iyon? [How did it happen?] The 
people received very warmly the release of Joma (Jose Ma. Sison) and Dante (Bernabe 
Buscayno). I doubt if that signifies that we are isolated. 


Furthermore, this move by Cory has the full backing of the people. It was they, the 
reactionaries in the military, who were blocking the release of political prisoners. 
In the end, they had to concede due to Cory's insistence and popular pressure. The 
truth is they want to isolate the revolutionary movement which has long been fighting 
the Marcos dictatorship. 
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Q: What are your personal views concerning the ceasefire? 


A: I am speaking here in my personal capacity and not for the NPA. I think the 
movement should seriously consider entering into a negotiated ceasefire. We can make 
the negotiations -- given the media coverage it will attract -- a forum to present our 
demands which are actually the people's just demands. We know that the people want to 
give the Aquino government a chance to institute reforms. The negotiations will give 
the Aquino government a chance to prove its sincerity. 


The U.S. and the reactionaries within the government and the AFP do not want a 
ceasefire. Precisely because they don't want our just demands to be made public, they 
don't want to blunt their proposition that the NPA only wants violence for violence's 
sake. They are moving to pressure the civilian government to declare an all-out war 
against us. Their line is very similar to Marcos' pronouncements in his recent 
interview by Rafael Yabut. Marcos said that the Philippines as a partner to ASEAN has 
called traditional role in the security of the region. He also called for unity with 
Cory against the CPP and the NPA. This is the very same line being peddled by the 
reactionaries in the AFP. , 


The U.S., on the other hand, through the Weinberger visit, is pushing for more military 
aid in spite of the clear preference of the civil government for more economic aid. 


These things show that the military and the civil government have opposing views 
concerning the ceasefire. We are not sure if Cory Aquino and the civil government can 
handle the military. We do not know whose views will prevail. But we cannot allow the 
reactionaries to sow intrigue and let them pressure the government to declare all-out 
war against us. We have to seize the chance to at least ventilate the people's calls 
and demands. 


To prove our sincerity, we can enter into a truce with certain reasonable conditions 
that can be met at a given period of time. Possible short-term or realistic conditions 
for a negotiated settlement are the abolition of the CHDF [Civilian Home Defense 
Forces] and dismantling of warlord's armies. In principle, the civil government is 
agreeable to these. 


Negotiations for a ceasefire would involve an agreement on the agenda of the 
negotiations, the venue, the panel of negotiators, the mechanics of the ceasefire and 
the political conditions for a ceasefire. How to maintain the ceasefire itself has to 
be discussed. How long the ceasefire and the talks would take also have to be 
discussed. 
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